THE     FUGITIVE                771
'Tie received an answer from the commander, sanctioning the
removal of Fomin and Kaparin from their posts, and their
arrest.
At a conference of the Bureau of the Regional Party
Committee it was decided to inform Fomin that by an order
of the regional military commissariat he had been recalled
to Novocherkass and placed at the disposition of the Army
commander, and that he was to hand over command of the
squadron to his assistant, Ovchinnikov. The squadron was
to be sent the same day to Kazanska, on the pretext that
an armed band had arrived there, while the conspirators
were to be arrested the next night. The decision to shift
the squadron from Vieshenska was reached out of fear that
it might revolt when it learned of Fomin's arrest. The
commander of the second company of the garrison battalion,
a communist named Tkachenko, was instructed to warn
the communist members of the battalion and the platoon
commanders of the possibility of a rising, and to hold
the company and the machine-gun section in fighting
order.
Fomin was informed of the order for his recall next
morning.
" AH right, you take over the squadron, Ovchinnikov.
I'm going to Novocherkass," he said calmly. " Do you
want to go through the accounts ? "
Ovchinnikov, a non-party troop commander, who had
received no warning and had no suspicions, buried himself
in the papers.
Fomin took the opportunity to write a note to Kaparin :
" We act to-day. I've been recalled. Get ready ! " In the
porch he handed the note to his orderly, and whispered:
" Put it in your cheek. Ride at a walking pace. Under-
stand ? Ride to Kaparin at a walking pace. Hand the note
to him and return here at once. If anyone stops you on the
road, swallow it."
On receiving the order to lead the squadron to Kazanska
district centre Ovchinnikov paraded the cossacks on the
church square in readiness for the march. Fomin rode up
to him.
" May I say good-bye to the squadron ? "
"By all means! Only get it over quickly, don't hold
us up."